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INTRODUCTION

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is increasingly prevalent
(1.68% in USA)'. The largest retrospective study? identified a
diagnosis in 40% of children with ASD who underwent eye
exam. The mostcommon diagnoses were significantrefractive
errors (29%), strabismus (21%), and amblyopia (10%). Little
is known about the risk factors for ophthalmologic disorders
in this population.

A prospective study was designed to study the prevalence
of significant ophthalmological manifestations in ASD

children and the possible risk factors could lead to those.
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METHODS

60 children (2-15 yo) with official diagnosis of ASD (ICD
9299, 1CD 10 F84.0), during 2013-2019 were involved in this
study and were tested at the time of the referral.

The protocol included: Demographics, medical and
perinatal history, neuropsychiatric and full eye, visual and
orthoptic evaluation.

Statistical analysis was performed: types of percentages
of ophthalmologic disorders calculated. Multiple logistics
regression used to calculate odds ratios for development of
ophthalmologic disorders based on risk factors.

A scientific multidisciplinary team was involved,
including: An ophthalmologist, a developmental pediatrician,

a pediatric psychologist.



Ophthalmologic disorders in children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)

RESULTS

Table 1: Demographics and Birth / Medical History
Mean age of first visit 7.5yr(3-15y.0.)

Mean follow up 22 mo

Male 46 (77%)

Female 14 (23%)

Premature 11 (19%)

Known intrauterine drug 4 (6%)

exposure

Known genetic 8 (12%)

syndrome

Table 2: Neuro - psychiatric co-morbidities
Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 20 (33%)
(ADHD)

Intellectual disability 9 (16%)
Seizure disorder 8 13%)
Cerebral palsy 4 (6%)

Table 3: Visual evaluation
Significant refractive error | 24 (40%) — Mainly hyperopia

Amblyopia 11 (18%) — Mainly strabismic
Strabismus 20 (33%) — Mainly esotropia
Cerebral Visual | 6(9%)

Impairment

Others:

ROP

Optic neuropathy
Congenital ptosis
More

Table 4: Odds ratios for risk factors for common ophthalmologic disorders, by
multiple regression

Risk factor Ref Error Amblyopi: Strabi IS Optic
neuropathy
Age 1.16 0.95 0.95 1.18
Female 0.92 0.80 1.16 0.45
Premature 0.90 1.10 1.82 0.85
Intrauterine drug | 1.13 0.78 1.16 -
exposure
Genetic 0.72 1.74 1.51 1.09
syndrome
ADHD 0.63 1.13 0.47 0.67
Cerebral palsy 3.22 3.49 3.59 14.0
Intellectual 0.87 0.70 1.83 4.82
disability
Seizure 0.63 1.03 0.96 3.59

Statistical analysis revealed that ASD children with
cerebral palsy were the most at risk to develop visual
disorders (refractive error, amblyopia, strabismus, CVI
p<0.05).

DISCUSSION

60% of ASD children were found

ophthalmological disorder. The rates of refractive errors,

to have an

strabismus and amblyopia were much higher from the
reported prevalence in general pediatric population.
Cerebral palsy was the strongest risk factor for

ophthalmologic diagnosis, especially CVI.

CONCLUSIONS

Children with ASD, especially those with co-morbid CP,
may have increased risk for ophthalmologic disorders. Given
difficulty in cooperating with vision screening, pediatric
ophthalmology referral should be considered in these

patients.
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IHNEPIAHWYH

Zromos: H ovoyétion Tov noodpmTinol emmédou e
TNV TUAVOTNTA TOU ROTAQQANTY] AL TIG AVNOUYIES TV
a00evDV TELY ALTTO YELQOVQYEID HATAQQAXTY).

Ylixo & MéOodog: MehethOnrav 310 aobBeveig (167
avopeg »an 143 yuvaireg, péong nuxiag 72,4 €tn). Zta
TAOL{OLOL TNG TTQOETOLLOLOTOS YLOL XELQOVQYEIO HOTAQQAL-
AT RATAYQAPNHE TO LOQPWTIRG eMITESO TV QLOOEVDY,
1) TURVOTNTO TOV ROTAQQANTY] ROL OL OVNOVYLES TOVS O€
OY£€0T) LE TO ETUAEIUEVO YELQOVQYEIO.

Amoteréouara: Andédortol dMuoTtivov ftav 1o 53,8%,
améportol yupuvaoiov 154%, amddpottor Auxeiov 18%
%OL ATTOPOLTOL TYOADV OVADTEQNG KOL AVOTOTNG EXITOL-
oevong 12,8%. H muxnvotnto Tou ®ataQdxtn Nrav (+)
0710 9,6% TV 000eVOV, (++) 010 47,4%, (+++) 0710 34,5%
%O (++++) 070 8,5%. Kabdrhov avnouylo yio to xelgove-
veto elyov 10 83,8%, okl Aiyn to 7,4%, Myn to 4,5%, pé-
ToLaL T0 2,5% won peydin to 1,8%.

OpOaluoroyixn xhwixij, [eviné Nocoxoueio
Hamavixoldov, Ocooalovixy
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Svumeodouata: BéBnre ototioTrd  onuovTie
TAON LEIMONG THG TURVOTNTAS TOV ROATOQQAXTY OGO V-
Edvetal to pogdpwtird emimedo Twv acbevav (9=0.005).
Mn otatiotind onpavirt oxéon Peédnre neta&l poo-
GOTMOV  EMITEOOV  HOL TTQOEYYELQNTIXNG  OVNOUYIOG
(0=0.465).

EIZATQI'H

O rataedxrtng elvol pua amd TG oVyvES autieg dLata-
ayNg TS 6EOONG 0 AToU Ave TV 40 €TV, 1) OTTolaL
€xel aQvNTKO aviixtumo otnv moldtnTa Cong Toug.
Yrdoyouv aobBevelg peyaliteons nhxiog, pe peyohi-
teQo eminmedo rowmvirfs eEGQTNONG %ol YauUNAOTEQO
emimedo exmaidevong, mov ¢aivetar vo eivor AyoTe-
00 mOavO va. emTiyovv nhvind onuoaviky Petimon
oTNV ortTixt] 0EVTNTA PeTd amd YELQOVQEYWXTY emEUPaon
notaedxntn'. Tooo ou etepdTAEVQES GO0 Rl OL ApPO-
TEQOMAEVQES  YELQOVQYWHES EMEUPAOELS RATAQQANTY
UTOQOUV VO BEATLOOOVYV ONUOVTIRE TOOO TNV OITTLXA)
oEUTNTO 600 %L TNV ToLOTNTO L.

O aoBeveic pe notaedntn €xouv To VYNAOTEQO dry-
XOG YLOL T YXELQOVQYXT] dLOdRAOT0L RO TOL XELQOVQYLKA
QTOTELEOLOTO %O Alyol aoBevelg avnovyxolv yuo Tig

aAMAETLOQAOELS e TO TROOWITHO TOV YELQOVQYELOV®.
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H eméppoon xatagodxtn pe tomui avolodnoio ovyvda
ovvodetetal amd GpoPo nat dyyos. Avtd T ouvoloon-
LOTA TTQORVTTTOUV AT TLG OVIOVYIES TNG YELQOVQYIXTG
eMEUPAONG, YLOL TOV TOVO KL THV OITTOAELD HQOONS'.
210%0G pag NTav va 0ELOAOYNOOUE TNV TTQOEYYELON-
TN avnovyio aofevmv LE ®ATAQQAXTY 08 OUVAQTNON
LE TNV TURVOTITO TOU RATOQQAXTY] KOl TO LOQPMTIHO

enimedo Tov aobevoic.

YAIKO KAI MEOOAOX

TUNMETELOVTES OTY) EAETN

IMoaypotomomOnue o TEOOTTTLRY HAVIRY UELETN
000evdv oV emQoO%ELTO Vo VITOPANO0UV O YELROVEYL-
uf enEPPaon xvotaedxtn pe paxrobouvpio oto Tunuo
O¢pBaiporoyiag oto «I. Iamavirordov», I'evind No-
ocoxopeio @eoocahovixng. MehethOnrav 310 aoOevelg
(167 &vdoeg non 143 yuvaineg, péon nhxio 72,4 £tn). Zto
TLOLLOLO TG TTQOETOLLALOLAG YLOL TNV ETEUPAOT RATAQQC-
©TN ROTAYQAPN®E TO LOQPMTIXO ETUTEDO TV ALGOEVDY,
1 TUAVOTHTO. TOU RATOQQAKTY %OL OL OVIOUYIES TOVG

OYETHA LE TNV ETEQYOUEVT] ETERPOON.

Xyedroouog xou dradinacio nerétng

Metd ™) Myn meopogiriis ovyratdbeons, £vo mo-
EYYXELONTXO EQMTNUATOAOYLO YoeNYHONHe TEOdOQLRd
oe n(be ovupetéyovra otn perétn. O CUPUETEXOVTES
Pabuordynoov to cuvaloOnuaTnd Tovg dyyog Tou oy E-
tiCeTou pe ) yepoveywt| dLadmaoio YQNOULOTTOLD VTS
po xhipoxo Likert 5 faBpmv, pe to 1 vo deiyver Edhenm
ovvaLoONUaTHoV Ayyoug ®at To 5 To péYLoTo Pabud. O
LaTEOl OV OUpUETElYaY 0T HEAETH CUVELEEQY Hhvirnd
OedOUEVOL TIOLY OTTO TNV ETEUPOOT RATOQQANTY. AVTEC OL
TTAMNQOPOQIES TEQLEAALPOVOLY KOV VLA ROL ONULOYQAPL-
%@ dedopéva (Ao, nhxia, LoePpwTnd emimedo) now wAL-
virnd dedopéva oy amd v emépfoaon (orrtix) oEvTnTa
Tov 0pOaALOU IOV B xeELROoVEYNOEL, OTTTIXT OEVTN T TOV

GAov 0GOAALOT, TURVOTNTO HOTAQQAXTY).

ootz avaivon

To ototiotirnd hoyiownd SPSS, éxdoon 27 (SPSS 27.0),
YXONOLLOTTOWON®E OTNV TEEXOVOO UEAETN YLOL OTATLOTL-
uf oavalvon. P < 0,05 Oewendnxe otatiotind onpavt-
%6. H deintng ovoyétiong Pearson yonoipomotOnxe yio
™MV avdAuon TG oVoYETLONG HETAED TOU LOQOMTIXOV
EMITEOOV %OL TNG TURVOTHTOS TOV XATOQQAXTY. XQ1-
oLpLoTToLBNUE ETLONG YLOL TNV AVAALON TS OUOYETLONG
LETOED TOU HOQOMTXOV ETMITEOOV %OL TNG TTQOEYYEL-
onuxig ovnovytas. Katayoddnxav ov tawvounuéveg
LETAPANTES YLOL TNV TURVOTNTA TOV ®OTAeEdxTN (1 Yo
+ €0G 4 Y10 ++++), 1 avnovyio (1 yio to «xaBohov», 5
yLo 10 «7t0hD»). Tar amoTELEOUATA TOQOVOLATTIHAY MG
Tumomomuévol ouvteleotég P. o megryoadrnés otatt-
OTWES, YONOLLOTTOONHAY GUYVOTNTES ROLL TTOGOOTA YLOL
HOTYOQUHES LETUPANTEG.

H pehétn eyroibnure and 1o Emotnpovind Zvpfotito
010 «[. [Tamavinordov» I'evind Noooropeto Oeooalo-
viung xaw MjpOnxe mpodoownt) ovyrotdOeon yia GupLe-
ToY1N 0TN HEAETT), ATtd OLOVG TOUG OULLUETEXOVTEG.

AINNIOTEAEXMATA

Amodortor mpwtoPdbuag exmaidgvong nrav 167
(53,8%), amodportol yupvaoiov 48 (15,4%), amddortol Av-
netov 56 (18%) o 1éhog amddortol mavemotnuiov 39
(12,8%).
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200 MNuxvomra

Oommo
TEL
$3

Alx 010

Anpomd Fuvaoo Navemotryso

Mopowaon

H smuxvotnta xotagodxtn fitav (+) og 30 (9,6%) twv
aoBevayv, (++) oe 147 47,4%), (+++) oe 107 (34,5%) nou
(++++) og 26 (8,5%). ZvoyetiCoviog T0 HoQPmTKd €Tmi-
71€d0 TOV ACOEVOV e TV TURVOTITO TOU ROTAQQAKTY,
OLOTTLOTMON®E OTATLOTIRG ONUAVTIXRY] TAON LELWONG TNG
TuRVOTNTAS RAODS aVEdveTal To poQdwTtnd emimedo

twv aobevav (p=0,005).

MNuxvémra

Oomm
$33

Argpomrd Myvaomo Axoo

Navernomyso

Moppwon
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260 (83,8%) a.o0eveic dev avnouyo0oay Y10 T1) (ELQOVQ-
vy eméuPoon, 23 (7,4%) elxov mohd wrev avnovyia, 14
(4,5%) elyav puxgn avnovyia, 8 (2,5%) elyov LETQLOL OV
ovyta a5 (1,8%) eiyov molh avnovyio. BoéOnxe o un
OTOTLOTIRG ONUOVTIXT 0%E0N UETAED TOU LOQP®TIROU

EMITEOOV ROL TOV OVNOVYLOV TWV AoBevdv (p=0,465).

XYZHTHXH

e auti) ™) HEAETN aoBevDV pE RATAQQAXTY), OLOITL-
oTOON®E OTL 1 TURVOTNTA TOU HOTOQQAUXTYN LELDVETOL
1000¢ aVEAVETOL TO LOQPWTIRG ETUTENO TV 0LOOEVDY.
Mmogel vo votebel 6Tl avtd ovuPaivel Aoyw Tov OTL
dropo pe vYmAd emimedo exmoidevonsg avoalntotv o~
tow1) PorBeta vipltepa. Aev PoéOnxre ovoyETION HETO-
E0 ToU LOQPWTIROT EMITESOV ROL TOV TQOEYYELQNTLROV
Gyyovg TV acfeviv mov edxertal va vitoAN0olv o
EMEUPOLON RATAQOAKT.

H moopreym tov dyyouvs tov aobevoig oyxetnd e
TV OLEYYELQNTIXT| EUITTELQLOL RO TAL OTTTURA ATTOTENECLOL-
TA OTNV TQOEYYELONTLXY] VLTI TNOM, ®a (OwG 1 ovENTN-
01 TOV ONTUMV OTOTEAEOUATMV OTNV TQMTY] ETIONE-
Y1) TOQOROAOVONONG, WITOQEL VO PELMOEL TO GUVOMRO
dyyog tou aobevoig %ol vo BEATLDOEL TV KaVOTTOin-
on tov’. Metd amd mQOCOUQUOYT UE OYETIRES HAVIREG,
ROWWVIXES ROL ONUOYQAPLHES TTOQAUETQOVG, VITAQYOVV
000eveig peyohdtegns nhriog, pe peyalitego enimedo
1OWVOVIXNG €EAQTNONG ROl YOUNAOTEQO ETITEOO ERTTALL-
devong. Avtoi oL aoBeveig elvan MydteQo mbavd va emi-
TOXOUV WOl ®Avird onpavTxr Peltioon oty omtxn
OEVTNTO pETA oo XELQOVQYLXY] ETEUPOON HATOQQAXTN'.

O ao0eveic mov avédegav Ynhdtepa emimeda Gyyovg
TQOEYYELNTA, UETE TNV emépPoaon elyav xaunloteoa
emimedo ayyovg, mbavog Moym g avarotdpiong’. H
Beltimwon Tov yvdoemv Twv 0.00evdY oyeTivd e TH) KEL-
QOVYLHT] ETEUPOAON HATAQQAXTY TTQOAYEL TNV NOLRT) OV-
vaiveon ol PEATLMVEL TNV THENOT TNG LETEYYELQNTIXTG

doovtidag, evioybovtag £tol Ta amoteléopaTal.
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Kabng 1 toruxi) ovoroOnoio €xel yiver evpémg duade-
OOULEVY 0TI YELQOVQYIXT] RATAQQAXTY, 1) Ol elQLOT) TOV
dLeyyelonTrot dryyovg Tmv a.ofevov €xel Yivel onuavTL-
»1). H emépfoon xvotagedntn pe tomnd avaodnoia ov-
% VG ouvodeveTaL amd GOPo xaL Ayyos. AVTd Ta CUVAL-
oONpato TEorVITTOUV ATtd TOV POBO TNG YELQOVQYIUNG
eméufaong, 6TWg 0 TOVOS xaL N asdiea 6paone. To
MO OTTOTEAECUOTIXO VLo TN Helwan Tov GpOBov »aL TNg
EVTaoNGg VoL 1) ETOQXNG TTQOEYYELQNTIXY exTTOldEVON
®a ovpPovievtind] otoug aobevelc'. AvEnuéva emime-
da dryyovug LETA TNV TQOEYYELNTIXY CLTNTNON HToQel
VoL TEOXRVPYOUV RATA TN OLodRAGIO. EVILEQMONG, RATA
™V omola 0 0oOeVNS ®aL O YELROVEYOS oVINTOUV TOVg
2WVOUVVOUG TNG YELQOVQYWMNG eméuPoons. Av xou elval
oNuovTrd 0 aoBeVig VO RATAVOE( TOVG ®VOVVOUS TG
eméufaong, umoet emiong va wdein0el amd meQautéQm
TOOTAOELES EMATTMONG TOV AyXOUGS ®OTd T OLdioneLa
QUTNG TNG TEOEYYELRNTLXNG oLTTTnOoNG* 1.

2TOUC TEQLOQLOUOVS TNG HeAETNG meQLAapPAaveTaL
To W1Eo péyebog tou delypatog, YU avtd amartelton

EUITAOVTLOUOG TOV OTO HWEAAOV.

XYMIIEPAXMA

H pehétn mpoodEpel Lol eLrOVAL YLOL TO TTQOEYYELQNTL-
70 dyyog Tov 000evols e oToEEAXTN 1oL TIG TOAVES
ovoyetioels. H munvOoTnTo Tov ®oToQodnTy) LELMVETOL
000 auEdvetol T0 PLoQdPMTHO emimedo TV aobevav.
Qot600, dev vrfEEe ovoyétion HetaED Tou Hoedw-
TOU EMITEOOV HOL TOU TTQOEYYELONTLROV GYXOUG TV
aoBeviyv mov meodxrertal vo vrtofAnboiv oe eméufoon
2aT0QQAXTY. Agdopuévou OTL avapévetal vo vtdoEovv
TEQLOOOTEQES UELETES, LITOQOUV Vo Yivouv medobeteg
EXTLUNOELS Lol TNV emOAN0evon ovToU TOU CUUTEQG-

OLLOTOG.
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